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By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Ombudsman Ejaz Ahmed
Qureshi has directed the
heads of Drug Regulatory
|Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) and the National
Institute of Health (NIH)
to ensure fast-track avail-
ability of anti-rabies vac-
cine at the government
hospitals of ICT, shun-
ning all bureaucratic bot-
tlenecks in this regard.

It may be recalled that
in response to a pub-
lic complaint received
‘| recently, the ombudsman
‘|took a serious notice
of unavailability of this
essential vaccine at
Islamabad’s government

DRAP, NIH directed to
énsure availability of
anti-rabies vaccine

hospitals and summoned
the senior officials on
January 9 to unearth the
root cause of the situa-
tion.

The federal ombuds-
man had also directeq
the DRAP to conduct a
thorough probe as to why
the NIH was not manu-
facturing this essential
vaccine,

‘As a follow-up mea-
sure, the office of fed-
eral ombudsman imme-
diately issued a notice to
both these organizations
i.e. NIH and DARP. The
registrar of the Wafaqi
Mohtasib initiated a
probe into the matter.

It was revealed that
apart from lengthy offi-

cial procedures, bureay-
cratic delays, 8ross neg-
ligence, mismanagement
and fluctuation of the
dollar rate resulted in
this unfortunate situa-
tion. s
He has directeq that
responsibility may be
fixed for the shortage
of this essentia] vaceine
and neécessary steps may
be initiated for avoiding
recurrence of such inci-
dents in future,

The matter is being
vigorously followed
up by the office of the
Wafaqi Mohtasib and all
the stakeholders have
assured that they would
Spare no efforts in thig
regard,
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DRAP, NIH directed to take
urgent steps for ensuring
anti-rabies vaceines

i
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Foderal Ombudsman
Efaz  Ahmed  Qureshi
on Sunday hag directed
the heads of the Drug
Regulatory  Authority
of Pakistan {(DRAP) and
the National nstitute of
Health (NIH]) to take ur-
gent steps for ensuring
fast-track availability of
the anti-rabies vaccines
in the government hos-
pitals of the Islamabad
Capital Tereitory (1CT)
and remove all burean-
cratic  bottlenecks  in
this regard,

It may be recalled that
in respanse to a public
complaint received re-

cently in his office, he
took a serious notice of
the  non-availability of
this  essential  vaccine
in the Islamabad's Gov-
ernment  hospitals and
sunmnoned  the senior
officials of both these or-
ganizations on [anuary
09, 2024 1o unearth the
rool cause of the situa-
tion, He had also direct-
ed the DRAP to conduct
@ thorough probe as to
why the NIH was not
manufacturing this es-
setial vaceine,

As a follow-up meas-
ure, the office of Waftaqi
Mohtasib  immediately
issued a notice to both
these organizations iLe.




