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Ombudsman Urges Disability Inclusion at
International Webinar i Karachi

KARACHI:TheWafagiMohtasib(Ombudsman)
of Pakistan and President of the Asian Ombudsman
Association (AOA), Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi, has said
that discrimination against persons with disabili-
ties is a violation of the inherent dignity and
worth of the human person. He stressed the impor-
tance of mainstreaming disability issues as an
integral part of strategies for sustainable develop-
ment.He was inaugurating a Webinar on the role
of ombudsman institutions in protecting the rights
of persons with disabilities in the context of cor-
porate responsibility, organized under the aus-
pices of the Asian Ombudsman Association (AOA).
The event coincided with the UN-designated
International Day of Persons with Disabilities,
observed globally on December 3. The webinar
was also addressed by Ms. Sabina Aliyeva,
Commissioner for Human Rights in Azerbaijan,
along with expert presentations on various aspects
of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (2006).Highlighting the role of
ombudsman institutions in promoting human

rights and good governance, Mr. Qureshi said
that people are the biggest stakeholders and their
legitimate interests must be protected. He empha-
sized that business and industrial circles should
remain mindful of their corporate social responsi-
bility, ensuring fairness, equality, and non-dis-
crimination in all activities.The webinar was
attended by a large number of human rights prac-
titioners, academia, civil society representatives,
and international participants from member insti-
tutions of the 47-member Asian Ombudsman
Association, including Azerbaijan, Bahrain, China,
Hong Kong, Iran, Indonesia, Japan, Tiirkiye, and
Uzbekistan.
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