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Ombudsman
ofﬁces role

in protecting
public rights

By our correspondent
LAHORE: The regional meet-
ing and international confer-
ence 2026, under the auspices
of the Intemational Ombuds-
man Institute (I0I); was held
and hosted by Provincial Om-
budsman Punjab and I0I Vice
President Ayesha Hamid.

The meeting and confer-
ence brought together dele-
gates from Macao, Bahrain,
Timor-Leste, Japan, Azerbai-
jan, South Afnca, Austria,
Gibraltar, Indonesia, the Kyr-
gyz Republic, and Papua New
Guinea.

The participants engaged
in discussions on promoting
good-governance, eﬁhancing
transparency, ensuring ad-
herence. to-the rule, of law,
protecting rights of the peo-
ple and rectifying injustices
done to a person through the

effective role of the Ombuds-

man offices. The conference
was the first-ever such con-
ference held in Pakistan, and

dtiring the meeting issues di-
rectly affecting the people at
gross-root levels were dis-
cusséd at 1éngth. The dele-

jgme eaw\aﬁgea‘theirexpen

ences, tlm:ugh formal and
{iiformal * Iriterdctions, to
wards making ombudsman

* offices more effective. The In-

ternational  Conference
opened with the theme

_‘Stréngthening the Rule of

Law throu gh Ombudsman In-
stitutions.’

The Sessmn 1 focused on
‘Making the Rule of Law Ac-
cessible: The Ombudsman as

_ aBridge between People and

government.’ Delegates dis-

cussed how Ombudsman of-

fices serve as vital institutions
ensuring justice, trust, and ac-
countability remain accessi-
ble to all.



